Reading at Little Waltham Primary School

Early Reading - Foundation Stage and Key Stage One

In Foundation Stage children take part in phonics and shared reading activities
which begin to build the blocks of their reading skills. The children share and
discuss picture books and as they develop their reading skills progress to simple
texts. Children are taught to use their phonic, pictorial and contextual skills
when reading. In Early Years the children receive a set of high frequency
words with actions to help develop their sight vocabulary. As children build
their sight vocabulary they receive the next set of key words.

In Foundation Stage and Key Stage One children read a range of books from
different schemes including Oxford Reading Tree, Rigby Stars and Rockets.
Reading books are colour banded which enables children to choose books freely
at the level which matches their reading ability.

Children read with their class teacher and learning support assistants on a
regular basis. We encourage parents and carers to listen to and support their
children with their reading at home on a regular basis. Teachers do find it
helpful if parents and carers record their child’s reading in the yellow record
book. Children are expected to change their own reading books during the
school day. Parents and carers are also welcome to help change reading books at
the end of the school day. Reading books are situated outside Ash W classroom
and near the library in the atrium.

Key Stage Two
Children in Key Stage Two use the school library to choose a range of texts to
read on a weekly basis.

Tips for Supporting your Child with their Reading
•

visit the library together

•

find a regular time for reading – when your child is relatively ‘fresh’ and
keen to participate

•

find books that your child is interested in

•

ensure books are easily accessible in different parts of your house

Questions to ask your child when reading
Before reading the book:
• Can you point to the title? or What is this? (pointing to the title)
• What do you think this story will be about? What might happen in the story?
• What do we call the writing on the back of the book? (Blurb) or What does the
blurb tell us?
During the reading of the book:
•

What is happening in the pictures?

• What has happened so far? Is it what you expected to happen?
• What might happen next? How do you think the story might end?
• What sort of character is….? Is he/she friendly/ mean/ nice…?

At the end of the book:
• Did you like this book? Why? (Encourage children to develop their opinion
about books by encouraging them to explain their reasons)
• What was your favourite part? Why?
• What was the most interesting/ exciting part of the book? Can you find it?
• What sort of character was….?
• Why did that character do … (give a situation/ event from the story)?
• What happened in the story?
.

Reading at Home
Read with your child – ask your child to attempt unknown words, using
their phonic skills and knowledge.
Talk about the meaning of the book. Take time to talk about what
is happening in the book, or things that they found really interesting in an
information book. Discuss the characters and important events. Encourage
them to act out stories.
Explain the meaning of words (vocabulary) that your child can read but
may not understand, for example, flapped, roared.
Read simple rhyming books together – leave out a rhyming word now and
then, and see if your child can work out the missing word. If not, you say
it.
A quiet area with some cushions and toys is a comfortable place where
you and your child can go and look at a book together.

